My War Memories, 1914-1918
On this occasion General Tertszczanski spoke of the behaviour of the Austro-Hungarian troops during the recent battles with remarkable frankness. The picture he gave us was anything but cheerful.
Next morning we were in Lemberg, the headquarters of the 2nd Austro-Hungarian Army. I was surprised by the beauty and German appearance of Lemberg. In this respect it formed a striking contrast to Cracow, which is characteristically Polish.
In General von Boehm-Ermolli and his Chief of Staff, General Bardolph, we found two very shrewd and clear-sighted soldiers, with whom it was a pleasure for our services to work. They had no illusions about the low powers of resistance of their troops.
At the end of July, after the Russian attacks, the Army had been withdrawn west of Brody and the upper Sereth. Both officers were delighted to hear that a mixed German division could be put at their disposal for use in the immediate future. They regarded the continuation of the enemy offensive as a certainty. We enjoyed the congenial company of the officers of this Staff for a few hours longer and left them with the feeling that they were full of confidence. But on the front, in spite of our strong positions, we anticipated a critical situation in view of the imminent Russian offensive, as we could not possibly send reserves up in time.
In Lemberg I also had a few words with General von Seeckt, who took a serious view of the position of the Archduke Charles' Group, especially south of the Dniester.
The Russians had thrust hard against the line west of Tlumacz-Ottynia, and in places reached the crest of the Carpathians between the Tartar Pass and the frontier of Rumania.
The fate of the Archduke Charles' Group was a matter of life and death to us. The grave position in which it stood was naturally of the greatest concern to us. If this group retired any further south of the Dniester the left wing, and then the right, o£ the extended Eastern Front would be carried back with it. We had continually to allow for the situation of this Group. We gave it all the help we could, although it was not under our command.
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